
IHO S-52 Changes Mariner’s Benefits
A new section “Detection and Notification of
Navigational Hazard” has been added.

For each ENC feature and its associated
attributes this defines the priority of the alert to
be raised when a navigational hazard is
detected.

Ensures all ECDIS raise the required alerts in a
consistent manner, reducing training needs and
improving safety at sea.

Reduces the number of alarms raised as a result
of ECDIS safety checking.

A new section “Detection of Areas, for which
Special Conditions Exist” has been added.

Lists the ENC features and attributes that will
raise an indication or alert in the ECDIS as
defined by the mariner.

Ensures all ECDIS raise the required alerts in a
consistent manner, reducing training needs and
improving safety at sea.

Reduces the number of alarms raised as a result
of ECDIS safety checking.

Detecting the Safety Contour:

The IMO ECDIS Performance Standard (PS) states
that rocks, wrecks and obstruction detected
inside the safety contour should result in an
indication on the ECDIS.

The previous edition of S-52 included rocks,
wrecks and obstructions to the detection of the
safety contour, resulting in alarms, as opposed
to indications, being raised. They have been
moved to “Detection and Notification of
Navigational Hazards”.

Reduces the number of alarms on ECDIS, whilst
ensuring that the mariner remains aware of
dangers as rocks, wrecks and obstructions will
still be detected if they meet the “Detection and
Notification of Navigational Hazards” criteria.

Added a new symbol `Indication Highlight’ -
designed for warning and caution conditions that
require an indication highlight on the ENC.

Clear and unambiguous presentation of features
that require an indication highlight.

New standardized symbols have been added to
identify where automatic ENC updates have
been applied.

Ensures the mariner is aware of updates that
have been applied automatically to their ENCs.

New symbol to indicate where in the ENC
features with temporal attributes are located.

Will allow mariners to quickly identify where
features that have temporal attributes are
located, such as seasonal buoys, traffic
separation schemes etc.

A means for the mariner to insert a date or date
range within the ECDIS to display date
dependent features.

Will allow the mariner the ability to plan and
check routes, viewing the conditions they will
encounter on a given date or time period in the
future.

Ability to turn isolated dangers in shallow water
on/off.

In certain circumstances mariners must navigate
across the safety contour, this change allows the
mariner the flexibility to navigate in shoal areas
with or without the isolated danger symbol
displaying on the ENC.



Mandatory selector for the display of the shallow
water pattern.

Important feature in ECDIS as it becomes
increasingly difficult to detect the changes in the
ENC depth shades during night navigation.

Added guidance on the implementation of the
optional “hover-over” function available for a
limited number of ENC features.

If provided, the hover-over function speeds up
the process of ENC enquiry by the mariner. The
new guidance ensures that the hover-over
function does not result in the ENC presentation
becoming obscured.

Display of complete tidal stream panel in ECDIS
pick report.

Provides the mariner with tidal data in a form
that is similar to the paper chart equivalent

Changes to S-52 display provisions:

Anchorage area – display of name in ENC;
Fairway - display of name in ENC;
Nautical publication – new visible presentation
for the meta feature nautical publication.

Allows the mariner to navigate to an anchorage
without the need to repeatedly interrogate each
area on the ENC by:
1. Presenting the name of fairway on the ENC

for quick identification of location;
2. Presenting a graphical indication on the ENC

to give mariners the ability to easily select
the nautical publication feature using the
pick report.

Standardization of the ECDIS pick report. Ensures all ECDIS present pick report information
in a consistent manner, reducing training needs
and improving safety at sea.

The viewing groups may be used by the mariner
to customise the ENC information presented on
the ECDIS display. The names of these viewing
groups have been standardized.

Ensures all ECDIS use viewing group
nomenclature in a consistent manner, reducing
training needs and improving safety at sea.


